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WR Mission Statement:

“As demand for

growth exceeds earth’s

physical  limits causing

unprecedented risks, what

knowledge and changes do

we need to secure New 

Zealand’s  future wellbeing?”



1. Financial/Economic Security: the 

risk of a sudden, deepening, or 

prolonged financial crisis 

2.  Energy & Climatic Security: the risk 

of continuing heavy dependence on 

fossil fuels and associated climate 

instability

3.  Business Continuity: the risk 

exposure of all New Zealand 

businesses, including farming, to a 

lower carbon economy

4.  Ecological/Environmental Security: 

the risks associated with failing to 

genuinely protect and sustain both 

land-based and marine ecosystems

5.  Genuine Well-being: the risk of 

persisting with a debt-based, 

inequitable economy, preoccupied 

with maximising consumption and 

GDP

The Appeal:

Endorsed by >100 prominent NZers



W.R. activities to date:

• National tour to raise support for the Appeal

• Appearing before the Finance and Expenditure 
Select Committee 

• Proposing Royal Society Climate Change 
Impacts, Mitigation and Adaptation Studies

• Presenting submission to Otago Regional 
Policy Statement Review under “precautionary 
principle”

• Opposing Fonterra R.C. application for coal-
fired boilers at its new Studholm Plant.



Possible levels for action identified:

• Global –

• National -

• Provincial/Local -

• Cities/business -

• Community/Family -

• Depletion and warming 
protocols

• Fuel efficiency, research, 
infrastructure

• Landuse, transport, 
consents

• Goals, culture, 
capitalisation, tax

• Where we live, what we 
drive, what we eat, 
where we invest



Key to political progress:

• Develop a framework and strategy for 
economic, environmental and social 
sustainability.

• Establish a Climate or Futures 
Forum/Commission.

• Establish a network between like-minded 
organisations.



1. Addressing this myth is the core 
objective of Wise Response

2. Achieving sustainability requires us to 
adjust our living arrangements to 
function within self-evident biophysical 
limits

Infinite growth is possible on a 
finite planet



Limits to growth: current trends



Carrying Capacity/Overshoot
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Exponential growth functions are 
everywhere!

2% growth doubles demand every 35years



Simple global model for integrating issues

High impact world

Low impact world

Output/Sink/ waste 
(e.g. CO2)

Input/Source/raw 
materials (e.g. 
Oil, water)
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<1.5 deg warming as a lever/entry point

• fossil fuel use

• material growth as a good

• currency with a growth imperative

• infrastructure arrangement – transport, energy, 
water, agriculture, food chains, technology, etc.

• ecosystem integrity and biodiversity

• agriculture, public health etc.

Soon links to the likes of:



1. Global sustainability is a prerequisite for 
National and local sustainability 

2. Acknowledging global resource limits provide 
an essential biophysical basis for developing 
plans at all levels and scales

3. Climate change is one expression of 
encountering a critical limit but an excellent 
“hook” for addressing many others

Summing up



1. Global sustainability is a prerequisite for 
National and local sustainability 

2. Acknowledging global resource limits provide 
an essential biophysical basis for developing 
plans at all levels and scales

3. Climate change is one expression of 
encountering a critical limit but an excellent 
“hook” for addressing many others

4. Strong alliance between like-minded groups to 
provide impetus 

5. A body formally responsible for long-range 
planning beyond direct political control.

Summing up



Thankyou


